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the argument that school officials were aware of Troy’s behavior but did little to stop it, thereby 
violating Tonya’s civil rights. The court agreed with Tonya and her parents, emphasizing that the 
behavior of her male classmate was not “bullying,” but rather sexual harassment, which is a 
violation of Title IX of the 1972 Education Amendments Act. By not responding appropriately, 
the court ruled that school officials had created a hostile and abusive learning environment, 
thus limiting Tonya’s ability to fully participate in, and benefit from, school.

✤✤✤
Some people might read about Troy’s behavior and, while conceding it was boorish, 
nevertheless shrug it off as “normal” for an adolescent male. Adolescence, after all, is 
presumed by many to be a time when young men are coping with their “raging 
hormones,” but don’t know yet how to effectively communicate with those in whom 
they are romantically interested. Adolescent awkwardness may end up getting 
expressed through aggression, which could result in “misunderstandings.” But as 
depicted in the case history and as we will continue to discuss throughout this chapter, 
behavior such as Troy’s has serious negative consequences for those subjected to it. It 
is more than simply a manifestation of immaturity; it is a form of sexual harassment.

Adolescence and emerging adulthood is recognized as a distinct developmental 
stage of the life course. It is the transitional period that spans the onset of puberty 
through young adulthood (roughly ages 12–24). It is important to keep in mind that 
there is a good deal of diversity among young people during this developmental stage. 
For instance, as Table 7.1 shows, some adolescents end their formal education at age 16 
or younger, and even more at 17 or 18; they move out of their parents’ homes and seek 
employment or other ways to financially support themselves and, perhaps, significant 
others in their lives. Others, like many of you who are reading this book, continue their 

Age (in years) % Enrolled in School

10–13 98.0

14–15 98.0

16–17 93.7

18–19 68.5

20–21 53.2

22–24 28.8

Table 7.1 � Enrollment Status of the Population, Age 10 Years and Older, 2015

SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau, Table 1 Enrollment Status of the Population 3 Years Old and Over by Sex, 
Race, Hispanic Origin, Foreign Born, & Foreign-Born Parentage: October 2015. Retrieved January 14, 2017, 
from http://www.census.gov/hhes/school/data/cps/2015/tables.html.


